
Frank Canavan 

Director, State Affairs

Overview of State Code & Regulatory 
Activities in the United States



US Climate Alliance States Pledged Actions 



Today’s Landscape



Washington state

• WA state leg failed to pass anti-gas bills in 2021 and 2022

• WA SBCC approves code changes effectively banning natural gas in 2023 
after contentious process

• Initiative 2066 passes repealing code changes and portions of HB 1589 
(2024)

• Enforcement of 2066 outstanding, competing lawsuits filed



Greater Focus on BEPS



Maryland Pursues ZEHES

• Gov. Moore EO June 2024

• Based on NESCAUM ZEHES Model Rule

• Stakeholder outreach through the fall, comments were 
due 1/6

• Legal Concerns





Local Initiatives

• Berkeley Initiative GG

• Minneapolis carbon tax

• Evanston, IL Healthy Buildings Ordinance 

• Pending EPCA-style legal challenges: Denver, DC, Montgomery 
County MD 



Cooking with Gas in the States

“WARNING: Gas stoves can emit gases (such as 
NITROGEN DIOXIDE, CARBON MONOXIDE, 

BENZENE, and FORMALDEHYDE) inside homes at 
levels exceeding the EPA's standards for outdoor air 

quality. The presence of these pollutants can affect your 
health and may exacerbate or contribute to the 

development of respiratory illnesses. Properly installed 
and operating ventilation to the outdoors can reduce but 

not eliminate emissions.



Redefining the Obligation to Serve

• CA SB 1221 (2024)

• CO HB 24-1370 (2024)

• MA S 2967 (2024)

• NY HEAT Act (pending for multiple sessions)



Long-Term Gas Planning



Questions? 


